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Mind 1 now abideth PAITH, HOPE, CHARITY, these taree ; but the greatest of 


these 18 CHARITY.” 


St. Paut. 
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FROM DHE Masonic ReoIsTER. 


AN ORATION, 


Delivered in Maysville, (Ky.) on the 
24th of heeds 1821, before the 
members of Maysville Lodge, Vo. 
26, and Confidence Lodge, No. 
52, by Brother M. R. Sayres. 
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WorsHIPFUL MASTERS AND BREPHREN, 


I thank you for this mark of 
your respect and esteem. In hay- 
ing selected me to address you up- 
on this day, so revered by Masons, 
you have. excited feelings in my 
breast, which language is too fee- 
ble to éxpress. But those feelings 
will live while memory holds her 
seat in this tabernacle of clay; and 
whilst one pulse beats within my 
bosom, it shall beat with warmest 
gratitude to you. Iam well aware, 
that others might have been se- 
lected from amongst you, whose 

talents and information would have 
enabled them to do more justice 
fe so sublime a subject; but be- 
lieve me, brethren, none, who 
vould have felt more anxiously so- 
icitous to meet your approbation. 

The diffidence | feel in thus 
publicly addressing you upon so 
important an occasion, and so im- 
portant a subject, shall be hushed 
by the reflection, that 1 am per- 
"forming a serious and honorable 
duty, and that I ain addressing 
-those, gho hold the balanee with 
a steady hand, and cast the por- 
tion of mercy into the rising sca.e, 

Yau. H. 7 
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You know, brethren, the slight 








| progress I have made in the sacred 


mysteries of the order, and | hope 
and believe, that you will view 
my errors, if unfortunately I should 
commit any, charitably; indeed I 
should be mentally slandering you 
and the sacred institution to which 
you belong, if I did not think and 
believe you would do so. 

Those assembled, who belong 
not to our institution, will I hope 
reflect, that fie works of man are 
all imperfect ; and that it is sel- 


‘dom the lot of any individual to 
| give universal satisfaction. I hope 


it may be my lot to please; but I 
know that the fondest hopes may 
be blasted, and prove 


‘‘Abortive as the first-born blos- 
som of spring, . 

“ Nipp’d by the lagging rear of 
winter’s frost.” 


If my anxiety and wish to please 


should meet a reciprocal feeling, 


I shall be gratified. it is my wish 
to render my subject pleasing to 
all, and to impress upon every 


mind and every heart, the truth of 
the charitabie, friendly, and , be- 


nevolent objects of Masonry. 

The Masonic Institution is wor- 
thy of the respect and favourable 
consideration of mankind for its 
antiquity alone; there is something 
venerable in the very name; some- 
thing which gives to the mind a 
more than ordinary exaltation, and 
elevates it by a course of pro- 
gressive examination to the habit 
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diiex of Him, by whose mighty 
power, angels and men, and worlds 


exist. How sublime the idea of 


its having for its author the Great 
1 Ali, the author of all things 
ifow mewny of our esteem, when 


we reilect that it was coeval with. 


Feligion, simultaneous with light, 
the oilspring of order, harmony, 
and love. 

We know, brethren, that it is 
not the wor k of mortal hands; we 
know that it emanated from Héav- 
en. ‘he records of time may be 
examined, the pages of sacred and 
profane history perused, and yet 


the mind left in doubt apd uncere 


tainty respecting its foundation ; 
he boundless desert of inquiry 
presents no rock from whose sides 
the waters of truth might be made 
to @ush; we have no cloud to 
suide our weary way; no hope of 
final reward. Occasionally faint 
traces of its progress are exhibit- 
ed, and we hail them as would a 
bewildered traveller the paths of 
those, who had journeyed before 
him, but they, are soon lost; time, 
the omnipotent teveller of human 
elory, bas obliterated them, for- 
ever. 

But, brethren, the divine mys- 
terics of our institution Rave not 
heen committed to the perishable 
memorials of learning and science; 
they live In the memories of the 
faithful and true, and can only be 
lost on earth by universal desola- 
tion. The frail bark, which hore 
Noah amidst the winds and waves 
of the deluge, was the shelter also 
o° Masonry; it lived when the re- 
cords ofarts and sciences and learn- 
ing perished, and shall continue to 
live 


“____ amidst the war of ele- 
ments, 

“The wreck of matter, and 
the crush of worlds.” 


When God said “let there be 


v_» 
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light, and there was light,” 4 
benevolent and sublime outiines of 
the order were laid; and whe, 
the first ling was created, and 
breathed the breath ot immortal. 
ty, and all the host of heave 
shouted for joy, Masonry was ¢ 
tablished upon earth. 
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Brethren, this isa sublime re. 
flection ; it lifts our ideas up be. 
| yond * this mortal coil,” this yail 
of cfouds and darkness, which sur. 
| rounds us. to the seat of him, who 
spoke a world into existence, and 
by whose mighty power every 
planet is sustained in its orbit, and 
every star sheds its light upon 
man. 

Had our institution. been the 
work of mortal hands, how could 
it have lived through so many 
ages? How could it have triumph. 
ed over the wreck of empires, sur: 
vived the most splendid and stu 
pendous works of ite and at this 


ful and vigorous d3pect? Its bloom, 
brethren, is perennial; thé rose 
and the lily bloom, and blossom, 
and die; the works of genius are 
admired and forgotten; the gor- 


sink silently under the influence 
| of time, and leave not éyen a 
wreck of their glory ; but Mason- 


the protection of power, exerts 
her mild and genial influeuce, nor 
fears the fate, which seems entail- 
ed upon all human works. 

Proud science! heavenly art f- 
is thy peculiar fortune to be ene 
abled to smile amidst the throes 
and convulsions of nature; to flour- 
ish amid Vandal barbarism, and re- 





| main unsullied amidst superstition 


| and ignorance. To thee, science 
and learning greatly owe their 
present pre-eminence, by thee has 
the world been adorned and en- 
lightened ; 
virtue, liberty, and man. 





day exhibit to the World a youth-' 


eeous temple and aspiring obelisk 


ry, unsupported “by pride, without 


thou art the friend of 
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|} Brethren, we are assembled inf 
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Grand Master of the Univ erse ; to 
bim by whose mandate the wild 
warring of the elements was stil- 
led; order issued out of chaos, and 
worlds sprang into existence. We 
gre in.a temple sacred to the name 
of him, who. said, “let us make 
man after our own image,’? and 
man, the first of created beings, 
stood before his God, and worship- | 
ped and adored. In the sight of | 
that great and good Being, we 
now stand, preparatory, to the 
great and awful day, when the 
sound of the last trumpet shajl sum- 
mon us to the Grand Lodge above, 
to account for our actions, and re- 

ceive the reward of our labours. 

_ Brethren, the eye, which orna- 
ments the insignia of .your order, 
js intended to impress upon your 
minds the greatness of the Almigh- 
ty ; that he is an omnipresent be- 
ing ; the square, the plummet, and 
the lev el, the exactness with which 
your conduct will be scrutthized, 
and the sword, the certainty with 
which, deserved punishment will 
be inflicted. . Ilow greauly then, 


brethren, does . it become us to 


square our actions aright, and 
walk upon the line of virtue. Let 
our. faults be circumscribed by a 
narrow circuit, but oh! may our 
virtues be bonndlcss as the uni- 
Verse. 

Yet, this institution, sacred as 
was its origin, and which a 


for its founder the Author of a 


things, like every thing that is 
great and good, has suffered the 
stings and scourges of outrageous 
passion. Neither its diyine ori- 
gin, ner the morality of its princi- 
ples, could secure it from censure, 


_Like religion, it has been stigma- i 
‘tized and persecuted, and its mem- 
bers proscribed and hunted, like 
ruthless monsters, from society. || 
The arm of power has been often 
bared to lay it Jow, to crush it like 
o worm in the dust, and erase its 


oe 


¢ temple dedicated to. the great | 


a ae a 
very name from the .setords ‘af 
time. Popes, emperors, and kings 
have combined in the | unholy 
ieague, hurled their anathemas 
against it, and arrayed their supe 
pliant vassals in Opposition to its 
members, inythe -hope of extin 
guishing it forever. Vain hope, 
futile expectation! As well might 
they have .endeavoured to exiine 
guish the bright luminary of day, 
,,and quenched every star of heav- 
en. It had God for its protector, 
and virtue for its object; its foun- 
| dation was the rock of eternal and 
| immut: able truth; and all the winds 
| and, waves of calumny, supersti- 
tion, ignor ance, and hatred, wan 
| red ar ound jt in vain. 
| What has been the effect of 
these efloris to suppress Masonry, 
may be learned by an examination 
into the present condition of the 
institution ;, never, since Masonry 
beamed upon the worid, has it 
-shone with more resplendent lus 
‘tre than at the present. day ; new 
er wereits mensers more aumer- 
ous, and (the severest of all com 
ments upon the conduct of its cne- 
mies) never were men more. en- 
lightened. It has kept even pect: 
with science and learning; bright- 
ened when they flourished, aud 
mourned when they drooped. 
Where are now those drealinl 
machines, which gioomy jealousy 











| and religious intolerance erect ted, 
| to coerce mankind info an acqui- 
escence to the will of mitred or 
crowned tyrants?  Dreary, and 
dark, and eternal is their erave ; 
their requiem was the execrat! on 
| of mankind. What is the posthu- 
' mous fame of those, who erected 
| them? History blushed when she 
recorded their actions, and man- 
| kind abhors the pages upon Ww hieh 
they are written. Where ‘s now 

that dread tribunal, the inavisition, 
1 whose laws were the createst of 

stigmas upon the religion, which 
hit professed to sanction ayd sup- 
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port? It is prostrated; reason re- 
sumed its influence, liberty, assert- 
ed her rights, and that dark fiend, 
the enemy of masoary and of man, 
writhed, and groaned, and died: 
it fell, and when it fell, it fell like | 
Lucifer, never to rise again. 

Liow unholy, and how unmerit- 
éd have been the persecutions of 
Masonic institutions, our solemn 
assemblage upon this day, and in 
this place, proves. Why are we 
assembled? Is it to listen to the 
shouts of revelry; is it to revile 
the C hristian religion? Oh, no: 
We areassembled for the purpose 
of showing our respect for one of 
its earlicst and most able adyo- 
cates; one whom we proudly rank 
amongst ourselves; who declared 
that ‘“‘in the beginning was the 
word, and the word was with God, 
and the word was God.” 

We wish not to cloak our mys- 
tic ceremonies beneath the garb 
of religion; nor do we wish to im- 
pose that upon the world, which 
we do not feel and believe; we 
are not bypocrites in heart; our 
sentiments and feelings are by no 
means opposed to the outward pro- 
ressions which we make. We 
love order, the first work of" the 
Almighty ; we love harmony, we 
love virtue, and we adore the Au- 
thor of them all. 

If an institution can claim any 
title to respect from the virtues 
and talents of its nvembers, the Ma- 
sonic may justly claim a more than 
ordinary portion. ‘To our own 
country be the first honour given. 
Ife who lived, and ever will live 
the first in the estimation of Amer- 
icans, to whose memory every 
henour that is given, is bret the 
tuir reward of virtues, talents, and 
integrity; no more than fragrant 
incense to which the shrines of the 
ereatly good are entitled; he, the 
great, the immortal! Washington. 
wasa Mason. He loved the or- 
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der. and was proud to patronize | 












it; he knew its principles, aj 
knowing, he approved them 
Brethren, what could [ say more 
to hush those, who are its ene. 
mies? Was he an enemy to op. 
der and religion—perish _ the 
thought! The altar of his God 
was the first object of his venera. 
tion and respecit—the good of his 
country held the second place iy 
his thoughts: Was he an enemy 
to the rights and liberties of man? 
Oh, no’: When liberty drooped 
her wings, when the dark clouds 
of adversity lowered around her, 
and hope was nearly extinguished, 
who was it that braved the battle no 
and the breeze in her defence; th 
nor ever deserted her, till she rose J bl 
rejoicing from the wreck of her M§ lis 
foés, and bestowed her hallowed 

legacy upon” America, and upon i st 
man? Brethren, it was Washing: § ro 
ton. ? 0} 

We may name a Franklin, too, § 
artiongst the members of our or [Mat 
der ; “the friend of Washington, 4 
the friend of his country, and the § Js 
friend and enlightener of man. He §& & 
who arrested the thunderbolts of § > 
heaven in their course, who drew § &* 
the lightning from the clouds, and § € 
who, when dying, bestowed upon § ¢ 
his country hielesgons of morality § $ 
and virtue. ‘To Masons, these 
names ure dear; to Americans, 
thev should be preciously so ; to 
both they are bright examples of 
the elevation to which virtues, and 
talents, ahd patriotism may exalt 
us. 

Il’ could recite a long list of 
names of men eminent in every 
virtue, and learned in’every sci- 
ence, who have esteemed it e 
proud honour to wear the badge 
ofa Mason. But why, brethreny 
need I detain you by the recital; 
sufficient for us to knew (and the 
world cannot be ignorant of the 
fact) that some of the greatest and 
best men of every country have 
been Masons; and by the purity of 
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per lives, and the honours be-; 
etowed on them, given incontesta- 
ble proofs of the moral tendency 
gnd excellence of the institution. 
David, the mar aiter God’s own 
beart, and Solomon, the wisest of 
all human beings, were Masons. 
Oh, that I could eradicate from 
the breast of every individual 
within the compass of my voice, 
every feeling unfriendly to the 
Masonic institution; that I could 
impress indellibly upon their minds 
the solemn truth, that there is not 
one regulation, one rule, one sign 
or symbol amongst Masons, and 
belonging to the order, which is 
notin complete accordance with 
the most benevolent and charita- 


ible principles of the Christian re- 


ligion. 

The Masonic institution is often 
stigmatized on accouut of the er- 
rors of its members. But surely, 
upon reflection, it must be. ack- 
knowledged that such is a feeble 
and uncandid objection. What! 

ndemn a whele society for the 
aults of a few of its members ; 
say that their regulations cannot 
be good, Lecause the conduct of 
some is bad: as well might the 
Christian religion be reviled be- 
cause its, professors occasionally 
stray from the paths of virtue; and 
yet, who has had the folly and pre- 
sumption to draw such a conclu- 
sion from such a premise ; and 
who has had the boldness to de- 
clare, that because its professors 
have led immoral lives, there ex- 
ists not in the religion of the meek 
and humble Jesus, morality or vir- 
tue. Melancholy would be the 
sentence passed upon that religion, 
if we formed our judgment of it 
from the conduct of the unworthy 
part of its members, 


Ye, who call yourselves Chris- 


trans, reflect upon this, and with 
that candour and liberality, which 
should ever mark your conduct, 


#xamine and judge of the Masonic 
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institution; though charity is its 
brightest jewel, it asks it not for 
itself; justice it demands in the 
proud confidence of rectitude and 
virtue. Would you know its na- 
ture, its objects, and its princie 
ples; the doors of our lodges are 
ever ready to open to the worthy; 
if ye wish information, seek and 
ye shall find, knock and it shall be 
opened unto you. 

It is frequently asked-—why, if 
the secrets of Masonry would ben- 
efit mankind, are they not fully 
disclosed to the world, instead of 
being locked within the bosoms of 
the members of the fraternity ? 
Who, that is acquainted with hu- 
man nature, does not know that 
familiarity with even the most sub» 
lime objects, renders us indiflere 
ent to their beauties. ‘The sun 
rises in the east and rolls its fiery 
course to the regions of the west, 
without being noticed: the arch 
of peace and reconcilliation with 
man, the momento of the love of 
God stretches its resplendent cok 
ours through the heavens, withou} 
exciting more than ordinary {feel- 
ings. ‘There is nothing novel or 
extraordinary in the sight; we 
have marked them often before, 
and have seen them siowly fade 
from our view, nor felt pleasure 
nor pain at their departure. 

The lightning, which glances 
through the air, and is gone; the 
tornado, which prestrates the 
works of nature and art, and pass- 
es on; the earthquake, which lev-, 
els the proudest monuments of hu- 
man glory, and tosses earth to hew 
centre, are necessary to rouse ué 
from our apathy into a belief of 
our own littleness, and the mighty 








power of Hiff, who 


“ Rides in the whirlwind and dix 
rects the storm.”’ 


Were the seerets of our instita- 
tion, which have existed from 
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world, itis probable they would 
soon be neglected and forgotten ; 
and were the benefits of Masonry 
universally bestowed, they would, 
like every thing common and pro- 


miscuons, lose their value in the | 
estimation of man, and sink into ; 


disregard. 


et us therefore, brethren, con- 
tinue to screen’ from the world, 
what with such anxious care has 
been so long preserved; nor ever 
let the veil be lifted to those, who 
are not worthy and true. | 


Secresy, brethren, is a yirtne, 
und one withens which mapy oth- 
ers would lose half their value. It 
is beautifully and emphatically de- 
<clared by the apostle Paul, that, 
‘as for a wound it may be bound 
up; and after reviling, there may 
be reconcilement ; but he that 
betrayeth secrets is without 
hope.” : 

The pages of sacred and pro- 
fane history abound in commenda- 
tions of secrecy, and severe and 
determined reprehension of those, 
from whom confidence shrinks, and 
who, like the tell-tale rocks, 
spread far and wide every sound 
that is given them. 


God himself, the sublime Archi- 
tect of the Universe, to whom we 
are bound by every tie to render 
homage and adoration, is the ‘re- 
pository of his own secrets. An- 
gels, as well as men, are ignorant 
of his intentions. From man’ he 
concéals futurity, his destiny and 
fate: seeing as he does, through 
nil eternity, and ta whom the * re- 
ions of futuritv. are opened up,” 
he conceals from man even a 
knowledge of to-m 





€¢ Where fs to-morrow? in ancth- 
er wor'd. 


reverse 
js sure to pone.” 


*- numbers this is certain ; a 


ow’s fortune. | 


¥ime immemorial, disclosed to the — 
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But the prmeiples of Masoy 
aré not concealed from the wor|; 
charity, love, friendship and aii t) 
virtues’are the objects of its ¢ 
teem, the pillars by which it ; 
wagered Let men follow then 

nd though they had never bee 
initiated into 'the mysteries of }\ 
sonry, thovgh its keys have neve 
been inirusted to their care, the 
will‘be hailed by all true Masox: 
if not as brothers, yet as friends, 

Masonry consists not in the mer 
observance of forms and cerem 
nies, or well might it be said tha 
the institution was unworthy q 
the regard of the wise and good 
Our forms and symbols are inten 
ed and calculated to keep brigh 
in our minds the duti¢gs we ough 
to perform, and the virtues we 
ought t6 ‘cherish and love. They 
are silent but constant ménitors: 
they — to the paths we ought 
to follow, and admonish us when 
we have strayed from them. 

Brethren, one of the first vi 
tues, which our institution Claims 
as peculiarly characteristic of it 
self, is charity. No duty is more 
strictly inculcated by the rules o 
our order, than to be zealous and 
active in contributing to the wants 
of its distressed members.’ We aré 
to act as the good Samaritan 
old; bind up the wounds of the 
suffering, and pour upon them the 
oil of consolation. 

Charity! thou noblest of themes! 










What sound is more ‘pleasing tf 


what virtue more ‘sublime? ‘T'o 
contribute to the wants ‘of suffer- 
ing humanity, to support the droop- 
ing spirit, and soothe the bursting 
heart. Oh! God, can there be 
any acts of man mere worthy of 
thy approbation ‘and ronnie ¢ 
When care, and grief, and pais 
are silently sinking a fellow being 
to the dark damp tomb, 


“That bourne from whence: 
"traveller returney? +" 
























































has fled former friends, (so called, 
but how unworthy the name.) Oh 
how gratifying to a friendly and 
feeling heart, to have the means 
of ministering to his wants; how 
heavenly the sensation, which 
springs from the performance of 
such an action. If there be any 
yirtue, which brings with it its 
own reward, *tis thee, O Charity! 
most heavenly of the virtues—It 


“Opens in each heart a little 
_ heaven.” 


And according to the language of 
the apostle, “Shail covera multi- 
tude of sins.” 

I charge you, then, brethren, as 
you regard the symbols, which 
you wear, and as you have at 
heart the honour of the institution 
to which you belong, to remember 
this, the holiest of virtues. Is a 
brother suffering? does his widow 
mourn? or his orphan languish? 


‘Swift as meditation, or the 
thoughts of love,” 


fly to their relief; exert vour in- 


terest and your elhheeane in their’ 
behalf, and the Grand Master of 


the Universe shall reward you. 
Recollect that he that giveth to 
the poor lendeth to the Lord. 


‘Did sweeter sounds adorn my 
flowing tongue, 

Than ever man pronounced, or an- 
gels sung, 

Had I all knowledge, human and 
divine, 


Which thought can reach, or sci- | 


ence can define ; 
And had I power to give that 
knowledge birth, 


; In all the speeches of the babbling | 


earth ; 
Did Shadrach’s zeal my glowing 
breast inspire, [fire ; 


| Po weary tortures, and rejoice in 
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-yhen fortune has fled, and with it 





Or had I faith like that which {.. 
rael saw, 

When Moses gave the miracles 
and law; 

Yet gracious Charity, indulgent 
guest, 

Were not hts power exerted in 
my breast, 

‘Those speeches would send up un- 
heeded prayer, 

That scorn of life would be bat 
wild despair. 

A cymbal’s sound were better thaa 
my voice; 

My faith were form, my eloquence 
were noise. 


You wear, brethren, the badge 
ef innocence and of virtue; be ye 
therefore always ready to redeem 
the pledge, which you have given 
to the world, that the purity of 
the lamb shall be characteristic of 
your conduct. 

Brotherly Love, like the exeg- 
cise of charity, binds us to each 
other, and levels the precarious 
distinctions of -fortune’ or birth. 
‘he savage, amidst the solitude of 
his native forest, or ranging his 
sun-burnt plain, feels the want of 
social intercourse, and hails with 
rapture the voice of a fellow be- 
ing. ‘The Indian, as he paddles 
his light canoe, suspends the Ja 
bours of his oar to reflect upoD 
some loved object, which remains 
behind, some friend, whose care 
and smiles have converted his lity 
tle wigmam into a semblance oi 
that heaven, which his moderate 
wishes bade him to expect beyoud 
the skies, and gratefully offers up 
his prayer for their welfare, to the 
Great Being—adered 


“By saint, by savage, or by sage, 
Jehovah, Joy e, or Lord.” 


Brethren, we are bound to aid 
and assist each other by more than 
ordinary ties and feclines. We 





i feclin common with the rest of 
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mankind the nepereliy. of society, 
and the obligations which fits ben- 
efits impose upon us; but we have 
ties, which connect ‘us with each 
other, which the world knows not 
of; ties of a sacred and holy na- 
ture. It would then be ‘in us a 
poor proof of the love we have 
for our ordér and its laws, if we 
were found in this respect less so- 
cial, friendly, and harmonious than 
mankind in general, 

Tis brotherly love, and universal 
philanthropy, which unite man to 
man, level the distinctions of rank, 


connect the tenant of. ‘the cob- 


web’d cottage with the possessor 
of gorgeous palaces, the beggar 
with the king, and render the 
whole human race one family. 

Masonry | 
that we are all travelling towards 
the’ same country, the same eter- 
nal resting-place, where no dis- 
tinction exists, but where all shall 
be réceiyed upon the level and 
the square. It teaches us to anti- 
cipate the fortune which awaits 
us by regarding the whole haman 
race as our equals; and by paying 
no greater respect or homage to 
one than another, except as a re- 
ward ‘or his virtues and talents. 

Brethren, be not satished with 
a performance of the virtues which 
I have mentioned, though they are 
considered as more peculiarly Ma- 
sonic than anv others, yet an ob- 
servance of them by no means 
frees us from the performance of 
others. The whole constellation 
is supremely worthy of our exam- 
inotion. and there is no one star 
in it, which shou'd not be the ob- 
ject of a Mason’s love. Truth, 
and Temperance, and Fortitude, 
and Prudence. and Justice, all call 
upon us for esteem; all claim our 
homage. and as Masons, and as 
nen, we are bound to obey. 

We exclide from al! commani- 
cation with us, as Masons, the fe. 
pale eee: 
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tenches us to know } 





Various nea5CLs have # 





been assigned for this appareni! 
illiberal and unfriendly colurse i 


conduct. By some it has been qt. 

tributed to a want of power and 
firmness on their part, to conces| 
the secrets with which they would 
be entrusted; their incapacity to 
perform the duties of a Mason; 

and by some it has been consider. 
ed as the consequence of a suppo- 
sed inferiority and subserviency to 
man, But we may, I apprehend, 
account for their exculsion more 
liberally and satisfactorily, by im. 
puting it to an anxious solicitude 
for the peace, order, harmony and 
welfare of the institation. 

Love has accomplished what 
wealth and power have been inad- 
equate to perform; by it reason 
has been subdued ; virtue has ex- 
pired; and even patrietism has 
trembled, and bowed, and died. 

The mighty influence, which 
such a passion might have in the 
subversion ef harmony and affec- 
tion amongst us, can easily be cone 
ceived; that sacred temple which 
should only resound to mirth and 
friendship, might be converted in- 
to a frightful arena, where green- 
eyed jealousy, and dark revenge 
would exercise their malignant 


| Sway beyond the power of coa- 


trol. 

Love is not an ordinary passion; 
its progress is imperceptible but 
steady, until it has coiled around 
every feeling and stifled every op- 
posing thought or reason. 


‘Then wisdom prostrate lies, ang 
fading fame 
Dissolves in air away.” 


But Woman is not less the ob 
ject of a Mason’s affection, than 
she is of those, who only know it 
by name. The feelings of a Ma- 
son are not cold and misanthropic, 
but avarm, social, and friendly. 

‘Tis the fear of Woman’s infl™ 


ence which exgiudes her, and pgp 











































atly a want of respeet for her. A Ma- 

a * son regards a woman as the choi- . 

lat- MM sest zift of heaven; the partaker 

and of his pleasures, the soother of 

Cea] M hiscares; without whom Paradise 

uld MH would have bloomed and blossom- 

‘to ed in vain, and man have lived a 

on; gloomy being. 

ler. 

po-  “O Woman, in our hours of ease, 

yto MH Uncertain, coy, and hard to please ; 

nd, # When sorrow marks our languid 

ore brow, 

im- @ A ministering ange} thou. 

idé 

and Though the rules of our institu- 
tion exclude you from our assem- 

hat # blies, you are not less rapturously 

ad- remembered by us than by every 


on FB ind'vidual, who has within him a 
Xe heart, which throbs at God’s most 
dag beauteous work. 


May this day, dedicated to the 
ch & memory of the holy St. John, be 
he # ever revered and held sacred by 


C= us; and ever upon it, may it be 
me —/ the proud privilege of Masons to 
ch meet together as we have, to do 
nd honour to the Great Founder of 
n- our institutions, and those, who 
n- have done honour to its “name. 
re May the Great Architect look 
nt down on our works with pleasure ; | 
n= may we emulate the virtues of 


him we celebrate; may our ac- 
Fi tions be so squared, and our wan- 
wt derings from the line of rectitude 
a 60 regulated, that when time with 
= us shall have ceased, and eternity 
| written our names upon its never 
ending scroll, we may be accepted 
a into the bright mansions of the 
blessed, and received as trye and 
worthy brethren into 


* That Grand Lodge that’s far 


awa.” 


’ on ma 86©¢ 


~@MEN. SO MOTE IT BE, 


By-Laws of Trinity E meampment of 


Aprigh’s a toe rs and dhe ap pean 
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dant orders, at Hanover, N, il, 
anstuted “Moret 24, 1824. 


Article I. 


Tue members of this Encamp-~ 
ment shalé hold their meetings oa 
the last Wednesday of Febru: UV 
April, June, August, October, and, 
December, at 10 0 *eleck, A. M.. 


Article Ii, 


Special meetings may be called 
at the discretion of the Grand 
Commander, or in his absence by 
the Generalissimo with the con- 
sent of the Captain General; and 
in all cases of special meetings 
due notice shall be gizen to the 
members. 


Article ETI. 


In case of the absence of any 
officer, his duties shall be perfor> 
med by the offcer next in rank 
unless excused therefrom by the 
Encampment; but in the absence 
of the three senior officers the En- 
campment shall not be opened. 


Article IV. 


After the vear 1824, the consti. 
tutional officers shall be chosen ~. 
ballot on the last Wednesday 
April annually ; and they Shall 
hold their offices until othezs are 
elected and installed. The jax 
officers shall be installed by thé 
old ora past Grand Commander, 
In addition to the constitutional of: 
ficers there shall also be chosen 
by ballot on the last Wednesday cf 
April annually, a committee of two, 
who, with the Grand Commander, 
shall constitute a Prudential Com: 
mittee for managing the fiscal con- 
cerns of the Encampment, auditing 
the accounts of the T'reasurer, Rew 
ecorder, and Commissary, and for 
reporting the etate of the finds af 
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fhe Encampment atethe annual 
poeeting, or oftener if required. 


Article V. 


The Grand Commander on the 
gay of his installation shall appoint 


‘a Commissary and Sentinel. 


Article VI. 


No member shall be cligible to 
the office of Grand Cémmnsdae 
more than three times successive- 


dy. 


Artiele VII. 
it shall be the duty of the 


‘Treasurer to receive all monies 
from the Recorder, and keep a } 
_just account of the same ; 


to pay 
all orders of the Grand Command- 
er with consent of the Encamp- 
ment, and deliver to his successor 
in office under the direction of the 


‘Prudential Committee all proper- 


ty remaining in the ‘Treasury. 
Article VIE 


It shall be the duty of the Re- 
.corder to keep a true record of 
the proceedings of the Encamp- 
ment, and the names of all the 
members and visitors attending 
each meeting; to make returns, 
under the direction of the Grand 
Commander, to the Grand Encamp- 


- ment under which this is holden ; 
- to give notice of meetings and js- 


sue citations when directed by 
proper authority. — 


Article IX. 


The Treasurer and Recorder 
shall give bonds with satisfactory 
sureties for the faithful discharge 
of their duties, which they shall 
lodge with the Grand Commander ; 
they shall also exhibit their ac- 
counts for settlement when requi- 
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red by the Prudential Committed 


Article X. 


The Commissary shal] provide 
necessary refreshments, lights, &, 
&c.; shall take care of the jew. 
els, furniture, stores, &c. and ex 
hibit his accounts to the Pruden- 
tial Committee when required tg 
do it. 


Article XI. 


No funds shall be appropriated, 
nor any account allowed except by 
vote of the Encampment at a reg- 
ular and stated meeting; and the 
Grand Commander shall draw up- 
on the Treasury for such sums as 
the Encampment shall appropri 
ate, 


Article XII. 


Any Royal Arch Mason* desi. 
rous of receiving the Orders of 
Knighthood in this Encampment 
must send his petition in writingt 
to the Grand Commander, accom- 
panied by a certificate signed by 
at least three Knights Templars, 





*Extract from the Constitution 
of the General Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States. 

“It shall not be deemed regu- 
Jar for any Encampment or coun- 
cil to confer the order of Knight- 
hood upon any sojourner whose 
fixed place of abode is within any 
State in which there is an Encamp- 
ment regularly established ; and in 
case any Encampment shall confer 
the said orders contrary to this 
section, such Encampment shall, 
on demand, pay over to the En- 
campment situate nearest,the ¢an- 
didate’s fixed place of ahode, the 


| whole amount of fees receivedgor 


his admission.” 
tSee form of application at the 
end of these laws. " 
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or by seven Royal Arch Masons, 
of whom it is desirable that the 
ijigh Priest, King, and Scribe of 
the Chapter of which the appii- 
cant is a member, may be three; 
the certificate must vouch for the 
correct habits and moral charac- 
ter of the applicant; and that he 
has received the several degrees 
from an Entered ie ¥en: to 
ae of Roy a Arch I Mason inciu- 

ive, in reguiar Lodges and Chap- 
te rs. The pétition and certificate 
shall be brouchit before the En- 
campment at their next stated 
meeting, unless proper authority 
decm it expedient to calla Spectal 
mecting to act upon it without de- 
lay, Due potice shail be forward- 
edio ev ery member of the En- 
campment of the name and resi- 
dence of applicants. 


Article XTTT, 


The ballot shall not be taken 
for any candidate until he has de- 
posited the fee for the orders of 
Knighthood, viz. twenty-five’ do!- 
“Ay in the hands of the Recorder, 
which fee, if he be rejected, shall | 
be immediately returned to him. 


Article XIV. 


No candidate shall be admitted 
unless by an unanimous yote ofall 
the members present; but if it is 
represented that a mistake has 
been made in casting the ballots 
they shall be tried again, and this 
ghall be final. 


Article XV, 


The Recorder shall give notice 
of the rejection of a candidate to 


all the Encampments in New-Enz- 


fand and New-York, stating his 


‘Jame and piace of residence. 


Article XVI. 
ey night Templar, living 
mt ae 
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within the jurisdiction of this 
campment, who shall be charged 
with immoral conduct, shail be Cie 
ted, if he can be found, to appear 
‘nd answer to the charges alleged 
against him; the Racampn rent 
may at their discretion proceed te 
investigate the charges, which i 
they be found true shall subject 
the person to reprimand, Suspeye: 
sion or expulsion. 


Article AV {3. 


The name and residence of the 
person expelled shali be made 
public in such manner as the Le 
campmypnt shail direct. 


Article XV H1. 


Those, who have received 4 
orders of Knighthood in this En- 
campment may become members 
of the same on signing the bx- 


| Jaws. 


, “Articie ATX, 


Any aio Templar, who haye 
received the orders in other En 
campments may ‘become members 
of this, by making ‘an application 
in writing at a regular and stated 
meeting, “which application shall 
be acted upon at the next stated 
and regular meeting ¢ if he thea 
receive an unanimous vote, he 
shall be considered as a memlet 
by paying $3, and signing the bp. 
laws. 


Article XX, 


Any member, who removes to 
reside out of the jurisdiction of 
this Encampment, or who shali, 
without satisfactory reasons, c 


lect to attend the meetings 


three years in succession, shall ad 
deemed to have forfeited his tn -1my 
bershi>; and if he is agaiv desi- 
rous af bécoming a wel pr, he 


















































t comply with the ccnditions 
‘article XIX. 


Article XXI. 


It shall be the duty of every 
member, or visitor present, while 
the Encampment is open, to hold 
ne secret conferences, but; at all 
times, when. disposed to speak, 
gain permission from the presiding 
officer; and shall never have the 
privilege of debating en any ques- 
tion the second time, to the exclu- 
sion of a member, who has not be- 
fore spoken. And no member 
shall be allowed to absent himself 
from the Encampment, without 
permission from the presiding off- 
cer; and also in all questions, that 
aie to be determined by ayes and 


nays, every member present shall | 


vote, unless excused by a majori- 
ty of the Encampment. 


Artiele XXII, 


The expenses of all special | 
seetings, called for the” benefit of 


individuals, shall be defrayed by 
such individuals, unless otherwise 


determined at the time by a vote > 


of the Encampment. 
Article XXIII. 


No vote of censure, suspension, 
or expulsion of a member, shall 
be taken unless two thirds of the 
members are present. 


Article XXIV. 


‘These by-laws may be altered 
or amended, provided that such al- 
teration or amendment, be propo- 
sed at one stated regular meeting, 
and lie over for consideration un- 
til the next regular and stated 
meeting ; provided, that no vote 
on the alteration or amendment 
shall be taken, unless two thirds 
f fhe members of the Encamp- 











ment are present. 
Article XXV. 


These by-laws shall be read op 
the days of election, previous tg 
the choice of officers. 


These by-laws were adopted 
April 15, 1824. 


FORM OF AN APPLICATION AND CERe 
TIFICATE. 


To the Officers and Members of 
Trinity Encampment of Knights 
Templars at Hanover, N. H. 





I the subscriber of ———— ’ 
in the State of - , hav 
ing, in duly constituted Masonic 
establishments, regularly received 
the degrees of E. A.—F. C.—M., 
M.—M. M. M.—M. E. M. and Roy- 
al Arch Mason, and having an ar- 
dent desire to progress in knowl. 
edge and usefulness, do hereby of- 
fer myself as a candidate for the 
Orders conferred in your Encamp- 
ment, and promise my sincere ene 





| deavour, if admitted. to conform to 


your requirements, 
A. B. Applicant, 
A. D. 182 





Wer the subscribers, [R. A. M, 
or K. T.] of regular standing, do 
hereby certify that we are. aCe 
quainted with Companion 
, the above applicant; that 
we know him to be aregular Roy- 
al Arch Mason, and believe he is 
worthy of the honour he solicits. 

7 R. A. Masons, 
Or 3 Knights Fenphert 
A. D. 182 














— 
Masonic Precept.—Let all thy 
actions be distinguished by enligh- 


jtened piety, without bigotry, . 3 


fanatacism. 
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YXTRACTS FROM ANCIENT RECORDS. 
(Continued from page 94.) 
When they were all duly mar- 
shalled, Solomon, who had been 


| stili adding immense quantities of 


gold, silver, precious stones, and 
other rich materia!s to those, 
which David had laid up before 
his death, put them into proper 
hands, to be wrought into an infi- 
nite variety of ornaments. -The 
yast number of hands employed, 
and the diligence, skill, and dex- 
ferity of the Master of the Work, 
the Overseers, and Fellow Crafts, 
were such, that he was abie to 
level the foot-stone of this vast 
structure in the foarth year of his 
reign, the third after the death of 
David, atid’ the 480th after the 
Children of Israel’s passing the 
Red sea. This magnificent work 
was begun in Mount Moriah, on 
Monday, the second day of thie 
month Zif, which answers to the 
twenty- first of our April, being the 
second month of the sacred year; 
and was carried on with such pro- 
digious speed, that it was finished 
in all its parts in little more then 
seven years, which happened on 


the eighth day ofthe month Bul,- 


which answers to the twenty-third 
of our October, being the seventh 
month of the sacred year, and the 
eleventh of King Solomon. What 
is still more astonishing, is, that 
every piece of it, whether timber, 
stone, or metal, was brought ready 
cut, framed, and polished to Jeru- 
salem; so that no other tools were 
wanted, ot heard, thaa what were 
necessary to join ‘the several paris 
together. All the noise of Ax, 
Hammer, and Saw, was confined 
to Lebanon, the quarries and plains 


_ of Zeredathah, that nothing might 
be heard among the Masons of Si- 


on, save harmony and peace. 

'' The Jength of the Temple, or 
Holy Place, from wall to wall, was 
sixty Cubits. of the sacred meas- 


ure; the bresidth twenty gubits, 


tog 
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| cent portico on the ¢ 


or one third of its fenth: and thé 
height thirty cubits to the upper 


ceiling, distinct from the porch; 


so that the Temple was twice as 
long and large every way as the 
Tabernacle. The porch was 120 
cubits high; its length twenty; 
and breadth ten cubits. The har- 
mony and symmetry ef the three 
dimensions in the ‘Temple are ve- 
ry remarkable, which are the pro- 
portions congruous to the three 
great concords in music, which 
must be-a grateful proportion to 
the eye, as that harmony in music’ 
is So exceedingly ravishing to the 
ear. ‘The oracle, or most holy 
place, was a perfect cube of twen- 
ty cubits, thereby shadowing the 
perfection of happiness. "The 
great philosopher, Aristotle, says, . 
that he, who bears the shocks of 
fortune valiatfly, and demeans 
himself uprightiy, is truly good, 
and of a square posture without re- 
proof. Besides, as the square fig-’ 
ure ig,the most firm in building, so 
this dimension of tlie oracle was to 
denote the constancy, duration, 
and perpetuity of heaven. The 
wall of the outer court, or that of 
the Gentiles, was 7700 fect t in com 
pass, and all the courts and apart- 
mr ents would contain’ 300,000. peo: 
ple. ‘he whole was adorned 
with 1453 Colimns of Parian mar- 
ble, twisted, sculptured, and volu-’ 
ted, with 2906 pilastres, decorated’ 
with magnificent Capitals, and a- 
bout double that number of win-’ 
dows, besides those in the curious 
pavement. The oracle and sanc# 
tuary was lined with massy gold, 
adorned with all the embell ishe 
montis of sculpture, and set with 
numerous, most gorgeous, and 
dazzling decorations of diamonds,” 
and all kinds of precious stones. 
No siructure~ was ever to be 


compared with the Temple, for 
its exactly proj porticned and beaw 
rragiif- 
rest, to (ug 


tiful dimensions, freim st 















— and reverend - 
netorum on the west; with the 
numerous apartments for the kings, 
princes, sanhedrim, priests, le- 
vites, and people of Israel; and 
the outer court for the Gentiles, it 
being a house of prayer for all na- 
tions. ‘Phe prospect of it highly 
transcended all that we are now 
capable to imagine, and has ever 
been esteemed as the finest piece 
ef Masonry upon earth, before or 
éince, ; : 

The old constitutions aver, that 
6ome short time before the conse- 
ération of the Temple, pe Hi- 
ram came from ‘T'yre, 
view of that mighty edifice, and to 
inspect the different paris thereof, 
in which he was accompanied by 
Kine Selomcn, and the Deputy 
Grand Master, Hiram Abbif; and 
alter his view thereof, declared 
the Temple ‘to be the utmost 
Siretch of human art. Solomon 


here again renewed the league | 


with Hirams and made him a pres- 


ent of the sacred scriptures, trans- |) 
, itedinto the Syriac tongue, which / 


jt is said is still extant among the 


ry 


Sunctum 


After Tliram Abbif was fhrourned 
for, the tabernacle of Moses, and its 
holy reliques being lodged in the 
Teinple, So.omon, in a general as. 
sembly, dedicated, or consecrated 


} it by solemn prayer, and costly sa. 


crifices past number, with the fi. 
nest music, vocal end instrumental, 
praising. Fehovah upon fixing the 
Holy Ark in its proper place, be. 
tween the Cherubinns, when Je. 
hoyah filled his own Temple with 
a cloud of glory! 

But leavi ing what must not, and, 








to take a | 


indeed, what cannot be commbiieal 


| to writing, we may certainly af- 


firm, that however ambitious and. 


' emuilous the Gentiles were, in iim. 


proving the Royal Art, it was nev- 
er perfected till the building of 


.. this gorgeous house of God, Gt for 


_ the special refulgence of his glory 
upon earth, where he dwelt be- 
tween the Cherubims, on the mer- 
cy seat, above the Ark, and from 
thence gave his people frequent 


| oraculous responses. 


Maronites, and other eastern chris- | 


fians, under the 
S :viac version. 
The temple of Jemovan being 
finished, under the auspices of the 
wise and glorious King. of Israel, 
Solomon, the prince of arehitect- 
ure. and the Grand Master Mason 
of his day, the t-aternity celebra- 
fed the cupe-stoiie with @reat joy; 
but thetr joy was soon iniereunted 
by the sudden death of their deat 
and worthy Master Hiram Abbif; 
nor less was the conéern’ of King 
Solomon, who. after some time al- 
lowed io the craft to vent their 
sorrow, ordered his obseguies to 
c performe ‘d woth great solemni- 
~+y and decency, and buried him in 
the Lodre, near the temple, ac- 
cording to. the ancient usages 
among Masen3; ana long mourned 
: 


AQ? 
wre ae 


| 
a>} his 


name of the old | 
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The fame cf this grand edifice 
soon prompted the inquisitive of 
all nations to travel, and spend 
some time at Jerusalem, and sur- 
vey its excellencies, and they soon 
found, that the joint skill of al! the 
world came infinitely short of the 


and beauty of their architecture ; 

when the wise King Sclomon w = 
Grand Master of al! Masons at Je- 
rusalem, and the learned King Hi-. 
ram* was Grand Master at Tyre, 





*'Phe tradition is. that King Hi- 


ram had been Grand Master of all 
Masons; .\but when the Temple 





vey it before its consecration, and 
io commune with Solomecn abent 
wisdom and art; and finding the 
Great Architect of the Uniy erse 
had inspired Solomon aheyve all 
mortal men, Hivam very readily 
vielded the pro-eminence to Sole- 
mon Jedidiah, the beloved of Gods 


EE A 


Israelites, in the wisdom, streneth,, 


was finished, Hiram came to sure! 
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and inspired Hiram Abbif had been 
Master of Work; when true com- 
plete Masonry was under the im- 
mediate care and direction of 
heaven; when the noble and wise 
thought it their honour to be the 
associates of the ingenious crafts- 
men in their well formed lodges ; 
and so the Temple of Jehovah, 


the one true God, became the inst | 
wonder of all travellers, by which, | 
as by the most perfect pattern, | 
they resolved 16 correct the Ar- 
chitecture of their own countrics | 


upon their return. 


(To be continued.) 
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ANECDOTE. 
fn the battle of Dettingen, in 


s 1745, one of the king’ s guards hav- 


ing his horse killed under him, 
Was so entangled among its limbs, 
that he was unable to extricate 
himself. While he was in this sit- 
uation, an English dragoon gallop- 
ed up to him, and, with his uplhi ft- 


tir 














éd sabre, was about to deprive | 


him of life, 
having, with much difficulty, made 


the signs of masonry, the dragoon. | 


recognized him as a brother, and 
not only saved his life, but freed 
him from his dangerous situation. 


OP 
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CONDITIONS. 
1. The Caskef is issued montkh- 


a. 
ay, 


ing a volume. 


2. The price, if paid on the re- |\ 


ceipt of the first number, is GO cts. 
a volume, or if not paid until the 
close of the volume, it is 70 cenis. 


3. Any person, who subscribes 
and: pays for ive sets, is allowed | 


20 per cent difteunf; and forsten 


B sets the commission is 25 per cent. 


The Postage must be pa 


id by the’ 
subscribers. 


The French soldier 


each number containing 16 oc- | 
fave pages, and 12° num bers mak- |) 


ODE FOR A GRAND ELECTY 
PERFECT, AND SUB- 
LIME MASON. 


By Comp. John G. Van Deuser: 


Before th’ Eternal Master, 
Let ev’ry mortal bow. 
From heart his mercies feeling; 
Let gratefal incense flow. 
Chorus. 
And his holy name we know, 
And his holy name we know, 
we know, 
wé know, 
And his holy name we know. 


Where sun and ters are rolling, 
And in the smiling green ; 
Through the w ide earth and ocean 
The builder’s hand is seen. 


The skies, arch’d by his wisdom, 
Show forth his wond’rous skill ; 
And ev’ry fleeting moment 
Declares his goodness still. 


The lightnings. blaze, ‘the thua 
der, 


And A@tna’s hicid flame 


| Bid nations dread his power, 
| And fear his awfil nanje. 





tf 
if 


K otf 


He’s eleth’d with trath and jud 
tice, | 

Then trembling fear his rod, 

When he proclaims to mortais, 

«Prepare to meet your God. x9! 


Let the great light of Masons 
With hope inspire our breast ; 
Point t» the starry brightness 
And show the promis’d rest. 


Vhen in the torih repesing, 


| Your frame ih ruin lies ; 


Phe vault of death ch all OVCT, 
The word shall bid you rise. 
Built on the reck of nes, 

Your work shgi!l stand the test, 
The pass-Word then shall erect 
‘OU, 

J at 


Ooene Ordo ete rest. 





& ‘Tread softly ! 


i12 


& FREE-MASON’S EPIT APH NEAR BAGDAL. 


By the author of Legends of Lampidosa, &e. 


t Tread softly here or pause to breathe 


‘ prayer o’er him, who sleeps beneath, 
| 


iough savage hands 1n silence spread 


The nameless sand that hides the dead; 


Yet here, as wand’ ring Arabs tell, 

A guardian spirit loves to dwell! 

°Tis said such gentle spirits seek 

The tears on widow’d beauty’s cheek, 


Yet 


And bring those precious drops to lave 


.» The sainted pilgrim’s secret grave. 


2 Tread softly, though the tempest blowe” 


Unheeded o’er his deep repose, 
Though now the sun’s relentless ray 
Has parch’d to dust this holy clay, 
The spirit in this clay enshrin’d 


Once mounted swifter than the wind— 


Once look’d, O sun! beyond thy sphere, 


"Then dared to measure thy career, 
And rose above this earth as far 
As comets a the meanest star. 


Lic reliks of a bounteous hand! 

That band, if hving, would have press’¢ 
The wand’ ring stranger to his breast. 
And fill’d the « cup of | gladness here 
Thy dark and dreary path to cheer— 
QO spare this dust tit ounce was part 
Of an all-kind, all-bounteous heart! 

H yet with ial warmth it glow’d, 


f 


—‘midst this, barren sand 


a 


On thee its hopiity would have flow’d:: 


4 'Tread softly !—on this sacred mound 


Fhe badge of brotherhood is found! 
Revere the simnet!——in his breast 
In holiest virtue was confess’d— 

He only liv’d on earth to prove 
‘The fullness of a Brether’s love. 
fin thy vesom dwells the sign 

Of charity arid love divine, 

(rive to this gravé the duteous tear, 


thy friend, thy Brother, slumbers here. 


























